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ABFLY MEMBERS’ 
MEETING AND AGM 

 

Monday 13th May 2013 @ 19:30 
(doors open 19:00) 

 
ST STEPHENS PARISH CENTRE 

BRICKET WOOD 
 

1930 – 2000: London Midland update - 
Deborah Carr (Customer Service Manager) 

Ged Burgess (Partnerships Manager) 
Richard Brooks (Commercial Director) 

 
2000 – 2045: West Coast Franchise, “What 
went wrong” - Alex Hynes (MD, Go-Ahead 

Railway Development) 
 

2045 – 2130: ABFLY Annual General 
Meeting 

     
New members are welcome to join on the door. 

Membership is £3 per household per year.   
 

For agenda items please contact in advance:  
 

John Webster (chairman), 17 Faircross Way, St 
Albans, AL1 4RT 

 
Phone: 01727 752613 

E-mail: chairman@abfly.org.uk   
 

FILTHY AND NEGLECTED!  
 
The 23-year-old Class 321s operating on the Abbey Line 
are now some of the dirtiest, most cosmetically tired 
vehicles on the network, as these photos testify.  
 
In the past all trains would have been cleaned in the 
sidings at Watford Junction every night, but that changed 
several years ago when London Midland decided they 
could not bear the cost of paying for the relevant trackside 
safety training which cleaners needed in order to gain 
access to the trains.  
 
Now the trains are cleaned properly only once or twice a 
week when they return to Bletchley for servicing. This is a 
sorry state of affairs. Of course it’s more than the job’s 
worth for any of the (theoretically!) three staff on board to 
pick up litter in the quiet moments at termini, and it would 
probably demand expensive health and safety training, so 
there’s no solution there. 
 
But it goes beyond just litter. The state of the upholstery, 
carpets, ‘dado’ panels and windows is also appalling, with 
seat covers frayed, carpets shrunk, side walls stained and 
windows scratched. This is something one might have 
expected in the darkest days of British Rail, but most train 
operators today understand that customers expect 
significantly better. The 321s are in dire need of interior 
refurbishment. Could it be that a lack of clarity over the 
line’s future vis-à-vis the Light Rail scheme is delaying 
these kind of ‘investment’ (maintenance) decisions?  
 
It’s about time this changed. ABFLY is now keeping a Dirty 
Trains log. If you see a particularly bad example of litter on 
the trains or indeed the stations, please report it to our 
Operations Manager, Roz Devlin, call 01923 467889 or e-
mail devroz@devmr.freeserve.co.uk. Please quote the 
carriage or train number if possible (carriage numbers are 
usually written on the outside of the carriage and train 
number is usually written on the front). 
 

Dirty, faded, stretched and de-bonded carpets are now the norm on 
most Abbey Line trains, as well as frayed seat covers, scratched 
windows and stained walls. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

LETTERS & ARTICLES 
 
The editor is always happy to receive and publish 
newsletter contributions from members. So if you 
have something to say, please do get in touch:  
 
Dave Horton, ABFLY newsletter editor 
8 Leighton Way 
Belper 
DE56 1SX. 
 
E-mail dave_horton@btinternet.com.  
 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
 
Every charity, heritage trust or campaign group in the country is 
crying out for volunteers at the moment – and unfortunately 
ABFLY is no different! 
 
In order to maintain our historical position as the respected 
voice of Users on the Watford to St Albans branch line, it is 
important that the majority of our committee is made up of 
regular users. At the moment that is far from the case. Although 
the committee do an admirable job of keeping things going and 
it has some very long-standing members, we would really like 
to recruit ‘new blood’ and preferably from among the ranks of 
daily sufferers. 
 
So if you are one of those who: 
 

• believes in continuous improvement of train services 
 

• has a passion for seeing the Abbey Line develop into a 
serious, mass-carrying transport corridor for Herts 
 

• isn’t afraid to speak their mind 
 

…then please do consider joining the ABFLY committee. 
 
No particular skills are required though talents for punchy letter 
writing and lobbying will gladly be put to good use! A working 
knowledge of the modern rail industry is also useful. 
 
Contact John Webster (chairman) to find out more:  
 
17 Faircross Way 
St Albans 
AL1 4RT.  
 
Phone: 01727 752613 
E-mail: chairman@abfly.org.uk    

WATFORD JUNCTION 
RESIGNALLING 

 
Network Rail has handed Invensys Rail a contract 
worth £33.5 million to re-signal Watford Junction; a 
project which was postponed to save costs during the 
West Coast Route Modernisation in the early years of 
this century. 
 
The Watford Junction project, which covers 143 
signalling equivalent units (SEUs) as well as a 
significant amount of non-SEU work, includes the 
renewal of all signalling, control systems, power and 
cabling, as well as providing support for the ongoing 
track remodelling programme.  
 
The main project commissioning will take place in 
December 2014.  
 
It is thought that part of the remodelling will make it 
easier to get trains on and off the branch, which 
could leave the door open for through-running. 

Watford Junction once had 4 separate manual signalboxes to control signalling and points in the area. Looking south from the end of platform 2/1 at 
Watford Junction station, some time in the 1960s, can be seen Watford No. 1 (the big one) and Watford No. 4 signal boxes (just visible on the right). Both 
Watford no. 1 and no. 4 signal boxes opened around the turn of the 20th century. No. 1 closed on 12th July 1964 as part of the second stage of the 
commissioning of Watford Junction Power Signal Box (PSB). No. 4 followed on 8th January 1967 when signalling of the D.C. lines at Watford Junction 
station passed to the PSB. The PSB itself will soon be abolished as part of Network Rail’s ongoing rationalisation of signalling to large area control centres.  


