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Abbey Line light rail project update

DfT published the response to the Abbey Line consultation on 26 October. There were approximately 200 responses to consultation, of which two thirds were in favour. Many of the remainder involved queries about the scheme, although not all of the answers were yet available.

It appeared that members of the steering group who had contacted the DfT directly had not yet received a response. AE agreed to chase up DfT.  Action: AE
JW had been approached by a consultant who wanted to explore possible extensions to the line. AE explained that they were keen not to preclude future options, but that the current funding covered only the existing route between Watford Junction and St Albans Abbey.

Future organisation of the CRP

AG explained the background to the report that had been distributed to the group setting out potential options for the future organisation of the CRP.

SH pointed out that to be designated as a community rail partnership by the DfT, there needs to be a dedicated CRP officer, although it need not be a local authority officer.

Attendees expressed concerns about having a CRP officer working in purely a voluntary capacity, citing likely problems with recruitment, retention and the amount of time that someone would be able to guarantee to commit. The difficulty of finding school governors in the area was cited as an example. It was hoped that the county might be able to host the role.

AE advised that there might be a conflict of interest if the CRP officer was employed by HCC if the latter were to be responsible for the light rail line in future. It was generally agreed that the CRP officer should be independent. CH added that HCC would have difficulty funding and staffing the role itself in light of expected reductions in funding.

There was some discussion about the possibility of the CRP officer fund raising in order to cover the costs of their post. It was felt that this would take the officer away from working towards the benefit of the partnership.

Although no conclusion about how to proceed was reached, it was agreed that most of the options outlined in the report would require time and effort to put in place. It was hoped that HCC might be able to support the funding of the CRP officer during the transitional period.

SH agreed to investigate how other CRPs were dealing with potential reductions in funding.  Action: SH
CH agreed to discuss the views of the Steering Group with Cllr Stuart Pile.  Action: CH
London Midland update

GB advised that London Midland had achieved 96.5% punctuality and 99.0% reliability in the most recent period.

Passenger numbers had grown 8.4% per annum over the year to October.

The installation of a bicycle shelter at Bricket Wood station was imminent.

Real time customer information screens and help points were due to be installed at all stations on the line in January 2011.

The late trains operated for the recent Laughs in the Park event in St Albans had paid for themselves in terms of additional revenue. This was positive news in terms of the possibility of future service enhancements for late evening events. 

Bricket Wood Station building

There was no reported activity at Bricket Wood. The planning application for an Indian takeaway had a further two years validity, although this did not preclude anyone else from submitting a planning application.

Santa Special

The Santa Special had been scheduled for Saturday 18 December. JW had secured a Father Christmas and three elves and would be liaising with Nick Starling of NJS over publicity.

Other business

GK mentioned that Christmas lights would be turned on in St Albans on Sunday 21 November.

GB mentioned that Network Rail had installed a rail information point at St Albans City station.

Date for next CRP meetings:

Dates for 2011 to be scheduled.
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