
Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership

Steering Group Meeting held on

Monday 20 September 2010

DRAFT

Present 




Ged Burgess (GB) - chair
London Midland

Christian Hoskins (CH)
HCC

Andy Gipson (AG)

HCC 



John Webster (JW) 

ABFLY Users Group

Gina Kellet (GK)

St Albans District Council

Pauline Pownceby (PP)
Watford District Council

Apologies    


Stuart Pile (SP)

HCC Executive Member 



Stuart Blofield (SB)

BRE

Alissa Ede (AE) 

HCC

Fiona Craig (FC)

London Midland

John Crowhurst

Public Transport Group

Minutes of previous meeting

Agreed as a true record.
Options for future organisation of the CRP

Andy Gipson explained that, as an independent consultant working for HCC, he had been investigating options for the future of the CRP. The uncertainty over funding for the CRP officer role past March 2011 and the potential conversion of the light rail raised a number of questions about how this might be best taken forward. He would shortly be issuing a discussion paper based on information from AcoRP and a review of how CRP were organised elsewhere in the country.   Action AG.
Abbey Line light rail project update

CH advised that HCC and the DfT were continuing to work on the proposal, although there were no significant developments since the previous meeting.

London Midland Update 

GB discussed the investment in the line over the last 24 months and highlight some forthcoming improvements:

· Customer information screens and help points are due to be installed at Abbey Line stations by early 2011.

· The vending machine at Watford North will be upgraded to take cash fares on an experimental basis.

· A cycle canopy is being installed at Bricket Wood.

· A portable ramp will be installed at St Albans Abbey (but advance notice of mobility impaired users is still required as staff need to travel from Watford Junction to operate it).

Passenger numbers are increasing following the dip due to the recession.

A 2300 last departure from St Albans was operated for Laughs in the Park. There was some discussion about the difficulty of providing later journeys at other times of the year.

Fiona Craig has replaced Charlie Johnston, although is also covering LM stations between Watford and Tring.

Other ongoing projects and issues

Heated shelter at Watford Junction - the meeting agreed that this would be a good use of funds.  Action: CH/GB
Bricket Wood Station Building – no news. GK agreed to check the status of the previous planning application for a restaurant.  Action GK

North Watford art project – Hertfordshire Groundwork are hoping to start shortly pending various permissions.

North Watford 100th anniversary – JW agreed to discuss how this might be celebrated with Abfly at their meeting that evening.

Santa Special – JW was due to meet with Fiona Craig to discuss arrangements.

Any other Business

Garston Station noticeboard – a number of people are keen to gain access to the notice board, but it is not known who replaced the locks. PP agreed to make enquiries within Watford BC.

Date for next CRP meetings:

15 November 2010, St Stephen’s Parish Centre, Bricket Wood at 10:00.
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