Community Rail Partnership Steering Group

MINUTES OF MEETING

Held at St Stephen's Parish Centre, Bricket Wood 10:00 Monday 24th May 2010
In Attendance:

Alissa Ede, Abbey Line Light Rail Project Manager, Herts County Council

Stuart Blofeld, Building Research Centre (BRE), Bricket Wood

Ged Burgess, London Midland

John Crowhurst, CAMRA

John Gunner, CRP Liaison

Tim Holman, Treasurer, Abfly

Christian Hoskins, Passenger Transport Unit, Herts County Council

Charlie Johnston, London Midland

Gina Kellett, St Albans City & District Council

Sgt Malcolm McCullough, British Transport Police

Stuart Pile, Executive Member, HCC and CRP Chair

Apologies:

Neil Barthorpe, Network Rail, Account Director, Community Rail

David Hibbs, Department for Transport (DfT) Community Rail Team

John Webster, Abfly (but Tim Holman representing Abfly)

Stuart Pile took the Chair and invited introductions.

Minutes of Previous Meeting

AE reported a steady flow of responses to the Tram Consultation totalling around 150 which were largely positive.  The DfT are to address any possible issues arising.  There will then be a procurement pre-qualification period with publication in the Official Journal of the EU.  

SB explained that the BRE response included the suggestion of a possible tram stop for the BRE staff and users, local community and the proposed residential development.  BRE would consider a financial contribution

TH reported that Abfly would like all consultees to be circulated with the final Report.

The Minutes were accepted as a true record of the meeting.  
1. CRP Budget

An outline base budget showing an amount reduced by £23k to a £59k for 2010-11 was circulated for comment.  LM confirmed their annual contribution of £15k would be made which, added to rolled over partner funds of £56,606 will total £71,606 with a grand total for the year of £115,606.

Members made some suggestions for items to be included:

Adopter’s grants for planters if they would be willing to maintain them.

Contribution towards Albans Way extension (depending on timescale [JG enquire with NR].

Griffiths Way footpath to Sainsbury’s [consult Crown Estates and check status of s106 for Sainsbury’s planning application] 

2. Garston & Watford North Community Art Project – 

GB confirmed that permissions were now in place to allow the positioning and display of the artwork produced by the young people of the local community.  The artwork will be ready to display shortly, so an opening event would be appropriate.  A date will be coordinated to fit other developments including a new shelter which had already been damaged but glass replaced with Plexi.   This may be an opportunity to promote Adoption.  SP will update the Groundwork Board [SP/JG/GH/GB]

3. Easier Access Area Shelter – Shelter and signs now completed.  A portable ramp locking to the fence will be installed at a later stage.  [JG/LM]
SAA Gateway and grass bank – Design will be followed up with the SADC Conservation Team [GK].

4. Other Projects - GB reported activities at other stations including the completion of a new shelter following cycle racks at Park Street.  Bricket Wood cycle racks were installed, with the shelter currently in hand.  Stand alone CCTV cameras will be installed to cover them all.  New CRP notice boards will be installed at Bricket Wood and How Wood.  A card-only TVM (for security reasons) is still yet to be installed at Watford North. CIS is in procurement and expected summer with new Help Points [LM, GB to confirm PA volume and zoning]
5. Bricket Wood Station Building – Spacia (NR property arm) report no activity following the planning permission granted for the use of the station building as a café and takeaway.  [JG enquire of NR how long they will give before consideration of community use].

6. Abbey Line Passenger Trends – LM reported indications of a possible return to growth.  Commuters appeared to be returning, though Season Tickets are still down.
7. AOB – LM confirmed that car park charges would be frozen, with the daily rate Off Peak at 10am.
JC reported Abbey Line through tickets as being more expensive than Virgin.  Lm will take this up [GB].  JC also noted the increase in 321 buses town centre to town centre up to 4 per hour.

CH asked about an AGM date which is provisionally booked at St Stephen Parish Centre for Tuesday 23rd for November 6-9pm.

Query the Constitution “AGM shall normally be held in the first quarter of the year”.

8. Date of Next Meeting: 10:00 Monday 26th July 2010 St Stephens Parish Centre, Bricket Wood.
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