
Community Rail Partnership Steering Group

MINUTES OF MEETING

Held at St Stephen's Parish Centre, Bricket Wood 10:00 Monday 15th March 2010
In Attendance:

Alissa Ede, Abbey Line Light Rail Project Manager, Herts County Council

Ged Burgess, London Midland

John Crowhurst, CAMRA

John Gunner, CRP Liaison

Tim Holman, Treasurer, Abfly

Christian Hoskins, Passenger Transport Unit, Herts County Council

Charlie Johnston, London Midland

Gina Kellett, St Albans City & District Council

Stuart Pile, Executive Member, HCC and CRP Chair

Apologies:

Neil Barthorpe, Network Rail, Account Director, Community Rail

Stuart Blofeld, Building Research Centre (BRE), Bricket Wood

David Hibbs, Department for Transport (DfT) Community Rail Team

Sgt Malcolm McCullough, British Transport Police

John Webster, Abfly (but Tim Holman representing Abfly)

Stuart Pile took the Chair and invited introductions.
1. Minutes of previous meeting

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed.
2. Tram Consultation
AE reported a steady flow of responses totalling 127 so far which was generally considered high for such an exercise.  Closing date is 31st March and last responses were still being encouraged, with JG reporting further distribution of posters.  A presentation had been given to St Albans District Council on 1st March, so be followed shortly by another to Watford Borough.

Abfly have competed a submission drafted by a 7 member committee.  This provides support in principle, though seeking the possibility of the status quo should any problem be encountered.  They also raise the issue of potential provision of a new station at ASDA and/or BRE.  The Civic Society were reported to have suggested a new platform at St Albans Abbey giving access to the retail park.  JG explained plans being discussed with Network Rail to achieve something similar by a new footpath around the buffers.

A post General Election publication of analysis around June/July was thought most likely, followed by an ITT.






3. Garston & Watford North Community Art Project – 

The artwork will be ready to display shortly, so an opening event would be appropriate.  PP suggested and it was agreed that this should be after the local elections which SP pointed out was 6th May.  A date would be coordinated to fit other developments.   This may be an opportunity to promote Adoption.[JG/GH/GB]

4. Easier Access Area Shelter – GB confirmed that contractors will be on site 23-25 April to install a new 4 bay waiting shelter with interior lighting.  Signage denoting wheelchair and pushchair use will be provided as is standard LM policy and better than a poster.  A potable ramp locking to the fence will be installed at a later stage.  [JG/LM]
5. SAA Gateway and grass bank – JG reported that the SADC Conservation Team were very positive about proposed renovation and enhancement to the SAA entrance way.  GB expressed a preference for simplicity of design to the height restriction.  A new maintenance contract was in place with Groundwork for the grass bank and NR appeared to be in favour of wild flowers on it.  

Developments at Westminster Lodge and Sainsbury’s were discussed, particularly in respect of the Sainsbury’s planning application which HCC had put comments in about.  The possibility of a footpath connection with the Alban Way was favoured, possibly through S106 funding, as a similar agreement was to provide an Alban Way link with the City Station.  JG explained that discussions had also been opened on a foot link to Sainsbury’s around the buffers.

6. Other Projects - GB reported activities at other stations including the completion of cycle racks at Park Street.  Bricket Wood cycle racks were currently in hand.  Stand alone CCTV cameras will be installed to cover them all.  New CRP notice boards will be installed at Bricket Wood and How Wood.  A card-only TVM (for security reasons) is to be installed at Watford North in May. [LM]
7. Bricket Wood Station Building – It was noted that there had still not been any development activity yet following the planning permission granted for the use of the station building as a café and takeaway.  Enquiries will be made of Network Rail’s commercial property arm, Spacia.  It was reportedly NR’s responsibility to maintain the fabric as water-tight.  AE suggested that enquiries be made of St Stephen to ascertain any potential interest in them using the space. [GB]
8. Abbey Line Passenger Trends – GB reported tickets down 10% on the previous year, though this was now stabilizing.  Season tickets and Anytime tickets had born the brunt of the downturn.  
9. Date of Next Meeting: 10:00 Monday 24th May 2010 St Stephens Parish Centre, Bricket Wood.
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