
Community Rail Partnership Steering Group

MINUTES OF MEETING

Held at St Stephen's Parish Centre, Bricket Wood 10:00 Monday 8th February 2009
In Attendance:

Alissa Ede, Abbey Line Light Rail Project Manager, Herts County Council

Ged Burgess, London Midland

John Crowhurst, CAMRA

John Gunner, CRP Officer

Christian Hoskins, Passenger Transport Unit, Herts County Council

Charlie Johnston, London Midland

Gina Kellett, St Albans City & District Council

Stuart Pile, Executive Member, HCC and CRP Chair

John Webster, Abfly
Apologies:

Neil Barthorpe, Network Rail, Account Director, Community Rail

Stuart Blofeld, Building Research Centre (BRE), Bricket Wood

David Hibbs, Department for Transport (DfT) Community Rail Team

Sgt Malcolm McCullough, British Transport Police

Stuart Pile took the Chair and invited introductions, including a welcome back to Gina Kellett.
1. Tram Consultation
AE reported a steady flow of responses and the date for closing the consultation is 31st March.  A post General Election publication around June was thought most likely.

A detailed discussion explored various points:

Specification of tender – JW sought reassurance that sustainable bids were encouraged from operators.  AE explained the emphasis on viability.

The question of Statutory Closure would be covered by a Statutory Instrument as required under the Railway Act but ensure the option to revert back if necessary.  The consultation would be on removing the line from the franchise network but not actually closing it in practice.  Network Rail will still own the land and track.  The only substantial difference would be that the operator (HCC) would be responsible for the maintenance of the track and overheads.

SP explained the legal procurement requirements and mentioned that there was already early interest in tendering.  The question of a passing loop would be the responsibility of any bidding operators, including the question of whether it would be one or two loops (to light rail standards only).

Abfly would be keen to see an ITT as early as possible, and it was suggested that they forwarded a “wish list” for consideration as soon as they can. [Abfly]

2. Budget and Project Options for 2010

Watford North is due for cycle storage facilities.  It was felt that a proposal for a “green roof” to the shelter posed too many safety and regulatory obstacles and risks to go ahead.

Garston is due for display of the Artwork Project results in the near future and LM proposed that a new shelter be considered.  [LM/JG]
St Albans Abbey required a Purchased Order  to arrange installation for a waiting shelter to the Easier Access Area.

There was also circulated a draft design by Network Rail’s Heritage arm to restore something of the original style of the entrance to the Abbey Station in keeping with its gateway status to the City.  This was received as a very positive improvement.  It was requested that any height restrictor be easily removable and that Highways be kept informed re drainage.  SADC Conservation Team to be consulted.  [JG]

Park St, How Wood, Bricket Wood all had proposals for CRP Notice Boards to improve community interaction.






3. Garston & Watford North Community Art Project – This had been a great success, with over 400 children involved over the course of the project and some of the artwork displayed at the CRP AGM.  Display boards had now been supplied by London Midland and Groundwork were currently experimenting with applications to ensure weatherproofing and damage protection.  [JG/GH] 

4. Easier Access – The final report of the pilot project was awaited, but as reported above, plans for a bench in the area of the ramp have now been upgraded to a suitable waiting shelter.  [JG/LM]
5. Other Developments – GB reported activities at other stations including the completion of cycle racks at Park Street.  Bricket Wood cycle racks were currently in hand.  [LM]
6. Bricket Wood Station Building – It was noted that there had not been any development activity yet following the planning permission granted for the use of the station building as a café and takeaway.  Enquiries would need to be made of Network Rail’s commercial property arm.  [NR?]
7. Abbey Line Passenger Trends – GB outlined new services which had been introduced and appeared to be proving popular.  Numbers, however, were in the region of 10% down though now leveling out slowly.  Season tickets were the hardest hit, probably due to recession, being 16% down.  Offpeak usage remains steady.  The latest figures were difficult to analyze as they included the Christmas period and the snow and freeze.
8. Awards – St Albans Abbey has been entered for Rail Station of the Year, a national transport award.

9. Other Business –
The 150th anniversary DVD would be circulated to remaining Steering Group Members who have not already received a copy.  A list of outstanding contacts will be sent to JW to provide addresses or other contact details.  [JW]

CJ requested an early working party meeting around June for the Santa Special arrangements. [JG/JW]

JC suggested a relaunch for the Rail Ale Trail doubling as distribution for leaflets, timetables and posters. [JG/JC] 

GK tabled discussion of the Sainsbury’s planning application to extend into and reduce carparking.  The possibility of raising the issue of a connecting footpath between the station platform and the end of Everard Close was considered.
10. Date of Next Meeting: 10:00 Monday 15th March 2010 St Stephens Parish Centre, Bricket Wood.
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