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1 Welcome and Introductions 

1.1 Cllr Stuart Pile welcomed everyone to the meeting.    

2 Notes  of last meeting

2.1 There were no notes from the previous meeting as it was a presentation by David Hibbs of the DfT.  

3 Matters arising 
3.1 The St Albans Urban Transport Plan is out for comments.  AE to send out URL for attendees to view.
3.2 The 150th Anniversary event was held on the 5th of May.  The event was well attended and the weather was perfect.  Thanks to all of the various groups and committee members for working so hard to pull off a fantastic event.

4 Improvements at Abbey Station

4.1 Customer Information Screens will be added at St Albans Abbey Station.  There will be an Automatic PA system and new help points.  This will provide information to customers who are waiting for the trains to let them know if the train is running late or has been canceled.  AE asked how loud the PA system will be as it might generate complaints.  GB assured everyone that the sound would be directed onto the platform.  PA systems will be put on all stations on the line at the same time, although the CIS screens will only be in place at Watford Junction and St Albans Abbey.
4.2 The CCTV at St Albans Abbey will be going in by the end of the month.  The new shelter, planters and the mosaics were installed in time for the 150th Anniversary.  The station has been much improved.  The works should finish by the end of July with the final element of the Ticket Vending Machine to be installed in November.
4.3 KW mentioned that there will be new bus shelters in place at St Albans Abbey.   A bus route between St Albans City and St Albans Abbey could be implemented if Tesco’s gets approved as part of Section 106 agreements.
5 Next Steps for Higher Frequency Trains on the Abbey Line

5.1 HCC plans to undertake a study to look at other options for higher frequency trains.  Discussions will be held with London Midland and the DfT to see how this can be progressed.

6 Plans for projects this financial year

6.1 The proposal to work with youths at Garston was discussed and all agreed that it would be a good idea to progress.  London Midland was concerned that the project have some longevity (would the effects last longer than the time period where we are working with the local youths?) and also that any art work would not become a maintenance issue.
7 Other improvements in store for the Abbey Line

7.1 St Albans Abbey, St Albans City and Hatfield have been selected to be part of a National Pilot to look at Station Travel Plans.  The intention is to look at how people get to the station and see if there are ways to improve access to the station.  
7.2 The new trains, Desiro 350s, could be in by the end of the year on the West Coast Main Line, possibly on the Abbey Line.
7.3 The Bricket Wood Building tenancy opportunity is still in early stages. A take away has approached London Midland for use of the building. Should the interested party decide to progress the application, it would have to go through planning permission.  
7.4 The PA system will be installed all along the Abbey Line.
7.5 Cycle stands will be in at each station along the line by the end of the year.
8 Any other business 




10 minutes

8.1 The AGM should be set for the week of November 17th, preferably the 19th.  [Update, the venue was only available for December 9th, so the AGM has been set for December 9th.]
8.2 It was requested that a post mortem of the 150th anniversary event be organised.  [Update: AE attempted to organise this several times but holidays conflicted for too many people]
8.3 KW discussed the concept of Mobihubs in Watford.  There is currently a study looking at how to improve congestion and transport around the Watford Area.  The Abbey Line is a key link in this study and there could be a station that serves as a hub for commuters to transfer onto the Abbey Line and off of the road.
8.4 There are some students at Marlborough School who would like to use the Abbey Line to get to school, but the timetable is not ideal.  This should be pursued by the next CRP officer to see if the start time of the school could be adjusted or if the timetable could be adjusted slightly.  The situation might change when the December 2008 timetable is implemented.

Dates for your diary:

Bletchley CRP Workshop 

October 10

London ACORP Conference 
October 14

York ACORP Conference 

November 20 

Abbey Line CRP AGM  

December 9

All meetings at St Stephen’s Parish Centre,  Bricket Wood  at 10:00 hours unless otherwise indicated. 
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