 Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership 

150th Anniversary Group Meeting

Monday 4th February   2008.

Present 


Alissa Ede (AE) 

CRP Officer



Nick Starling (NS)

NJS Designs



Charles Baker (CB)

St Albans Tourism & Regeneration Manager 



Shirley Ward (SW)

Bricket Wood Society



John Crowhurst (JC)

CAMRA

Cllr Trevor Gurd (TG)

St Stephen’s Parish Council

Apologies    


James Elliott (JE) 

London Midland



John Webster (JW) 

ABFLY



Alan Browning (AB)

HCC Rail Officer



Tim Holman (TH)

ABFLY 

Ged Burgess (GB)

London Midland
Paul Edwards (PE)

St Albans City and District Council

1 Welcome and Introductions


1.1 AE welcomed everyone.
2 Review of Minutes


2.1 The minutes were reviewed and accepted as an accurate recording of the previous meeting.

3 Matters Arising


3.1 There are 13 weeks left until the 5th of May.
4 Publicity

4.1 A press pack will need to be created to advise the press of all of the events.
4.2 Posters will need to be finalised by end February.  March 18 is the deadline for sign-off.
4.3 Invitations to go out by end February/early March for all three events.
4.4 Need to ensure that press and radio come to the Ale Launch event.
4.5 A wrap has been reserved for us 10 days prior to the event (April 24).  LM will need to purchase a full page ad to fund the publicity.
4.6 NS has bunting that we could use on the day for Bricket Wood.  He will look into who will put it up.
4.7 TG can arrange the cadets to put up bunting at St Albans Abbey, supplied by CB.


5 May 5th Activities

5.1 TG to contact Air Cadets regarding stewards and marching band.
5.2 TG to contact Peter at the Black Boy pub to sell beer on the day.  Could CRP take a percentage to cover publicity costs.
5.3 JE to help fill in risk assessment forms as Bricket Wood Common meeting is next week on 13 February.
5.4 AE to give information to NS for chasing the forms.
5.5 AE to circulate invitation list for comments.
5.6 AE to book pub launch and theatre dates with Mayors.
5.7 AE to book St John’s Ambulance from 11:30-5:30.
5.8 AE to look into getting another room for Model Railway and LCGB.
5.9 JE to find out availability of marquee for brass band.
5.10 AE to follow up with catering.
5.11 AE to follow up with police.
5.12 JE to provide bottles of water, crisps at Watford Junction when we unveil plaque.  Something simple to eat (not sandwiches, perhaps a sausage roll?)
5.13 AE to follow up with Melvyn Teare  re: scouts.  TG to follow up with Bricket Wood scout group for procession.  There will be a contest between different groups and they should each evoke a different era of the last 150 years.
5.14 CB can arrange for us to borrow fire equipment.  We only have to pay if it is used or vandalised.
5.15 TG to talk with local police in case we need a marshall to cross the road.  There was some discussion that we would no longer be in procession at Bricket Wood.  
5.16 AE to contact Inspector Hanson regarding helping us cross the road at SAA.
5.17 AE to contact Julie at Westminster Lodge re: use of car park and procession through meadow.
6 Abbey Line Ale 

6.1 JC to identify date and location for launch.  Update Southern Cross in Watford on Tuesday 8th April at 8 pm.
6.2 There will be a pre-launch at the beer festival in Hitchin to try out the beer, if possible (JC to investigate).
6.3 JC to confirm brew details with the brewer.
6.4 JC to circulate list of venues where the beer will be for sale.
6.5 JC to circulate beer details to cask outlets.
6.6 JC to liaise with JE about possible sales on other LM trains.
6.7 JC to advise CAMRA and Pints of View.
6.8 JC to liaise with NS and AE on progress so publicity can be planned.
7 Theatre Activities

7.1 Inner Sanctum is planning the Victorian Music Hall and the date chosen was 26 April at 3 pm.
8 Oakwood Press Book

8.1 There were no new updates.
9 Any other Business


9.1 The next meeting will be held at St Stephen’s Parish Council at 1:00 pm on the 3rd  of March 2008.  

Upcoming Dates (Tentative)

	Date
	Event

	March 23
	Easter Sunday

	April 8
	Launch Abbey Ale

	Mid-April
	ABFLY AGM

	April 24
	Wrap on Herts Advertiser

	April 26
	Abbey Theatre Production 

	May 5th
	150th Anniversary Fun Fair & Procession

	May 19th
	Park Street Fete
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