 Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership 

150th Anniversary Group Meeting

Monday 14th January   2008.

Present 


Alissa Ede (AE) 

CRP Officer



Nick Starling (NS)

NJS Designs



Charles Baker (CB)

St Albans Tourism & Regeneration Manager 

James Elliott (JE) 

Silverlink Train Services



John Webster (JW) 

ABFLY



Shirley Ward (SW)

Bricket Wood Society



John Smith (JS)


Fun Fair



Sandra Harwood (SH)

Brownies

Apologies    




Alan Browning (AB)

HCC Rail Officer



Tim Holman (TH)

ABFLY 



John Crowhurst (JC)

CAMRA

Cllr Trevor Gurd (TG)

St Stephen’s Parish Council

Ged Burgess (GB)

London Midland

1 Welcome and Introductions


1.1 AE welcomed everyone and participants introduced themselves.
2 Review of Minutes


2.1 The minutes were reviewed and accepted as an accurate recording of the previous meeting.

3 Matters Arising

3.1 The LCGB (Locomotive Club of Great Britain) would like to have a stand at the exhibition.  JW to find out how much space he would like.  Bricket Wood Society needs half the room, model railway needs 18’ x 6’6”.
3.2 SW pointed out that Henry Gray was from London, not from the North. 
3.3 JE asked if Marston Vale should have a stand.  As the celebration is focused on the Abbey Line rather than the CRP and space is limited, the group felt it would not be appropriate to the theme of the event. 
4 May 5th Activities

4.1 AE to provide a separate schedule to update as we get closer to the date.
4.2 JS/JW to liaise with Cllr Ian Getley and/or Cllr Trevor Gurd to ask about the Green by the Parish Centre.  Failing that, JW to complete paperwork to ensure Smug Oak Green is booked by end of month.
4.3 AE to ensure publicity gets into all Residents’ Association newsletters and Bricket Wood Society publication.
4.4 JW to follow up with Watford ceremonial leader and St Albans Mayor to ensure that they are in ceremonial dress for parade.
4.5 JW to contact Air Cadets for marching band and stewards.  TG may have contact details.
4.6 JW  to contact Melvyn Teare re: Scouts participation in parade.
4.7 JE to provide freebies as an incentive for scouts groups to dress up.  A competition may need to be organised.
4.8 AE to follow up about fun fair at Verulamium Park on 5 May.
4.9 AE to find out about insurance for exhibition and any events that are not to do with the fun fair.
4.10 AE to check with HCC as to best way to receive monies from fun fair. 


5 Publicity

5.1 AE to check with Barry Clark about use of St Albans bus shelters to promote the event.
5.2 JE to contact “Dave” from the Watford Signal Box to see if he would like to participate in the event(s).
5.3 CB to contact Herts Advertiser.
5.4 AE to get in touch with St Albans/Watford Observers.
5.5 AE to ensure that Abbey Line event is included in hertsdirect.org website and get links from SADC and WBC.
5.6 AE and JC to plan promotional event for launch of Ale. 


6 Abbey Line Ale 

6.1 There were no new updates about the Ale.

7 Theatre Activities

7.1 Inner Sanctum is planning the Victorian Music Hall and a date will be decided in the next few weeks.  We need to clarify if we want the schools to attend the performance or participate in the performance.  We also want to ensure that there is a good attendance: this can be either by having families come to watch the children who participate or by inviting the schools to watch the performance.  The performance timing is important to get the highest audience participation.
8 Oakwood Press Book

8.1 There were no new updates.
9 Any other Business


9.1 The next meeting will be held at St Stephen’s Parish Council at 9:45 am on the 4th  of February 2008.  

Upcoming Dates (Tentative)

	Date
	Event

	Mid-March
	Launch Abbey Ale

	March 23
	Easter Sunday

	Mid-April
	ABFLY AGM

	April 21
	Abbey Theatre Production (tentative)

	May 5th
	150th Anniversary Fun Fair & Procession

	May 19th
	Park Street Fete
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