 Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership 

150th Anniversary Group Meeting

Monday 26th November   2007.

Present 


Alissa Ede (AE) 

CRP Officer



Nick Starling (NS)

NJS Designs



Alan Browning (AB)

HCC Rail Officer



John Crowhurst (JC)

CAMRA

James Elliott (JE) 

Silverlink Train Services



Tim Holman (TH)

ABFLY 



John Webster (JW) 

ABFLY



Shirley Ward (SW)

Bricket Wood Society

Apologies    




Charles Baker (CB)

St Albans Tourism & Regeneration Manager 

Cllr Trevor Gurd (TG)

St Stephen’s Parish Council

Ged Burgess (GB)

London Midland

1 Welcome and Introductions


1.1 AE welcomed participants.
2 Review of Minutes


2.1 The minutes were reviewed and accepted as an accurate recording of the previous meeting.

3 Matters Arising

3.1 The LCGB (Locomotive Club of Great Britain) would like to have a stand at the exhibition.
3.2 Geoff Saul has offered to provide a talk on the Abbey Line.  This could be done in conjunction with ABFLY’s AGM.  AE to forward Geoff Saul’s details to ABFLY.
3.3 Inner Sanctum has offered to do a Victorian Music Hall in honour of the 150th Anniversary of the Abbey Line in conjunction with a local school.
4 May 5th Activities

4.1 AE to book hall and meeting rooms for May 5th.

4.2 Need to ensure that refreshments are available for people participating in parade and displays.  Should there also be refreshments for sale for attendees or will there be enough refreshments at the fun fair?

4.3 Publicity: Ensure that Intachange has an article in the March issue: the deadline is end of February.  AE to arrange with Stuart a 4 page spread of the planned events.

5 Fun Fair

5.1 JW to talk with John Smith the first week of January about what will be on offer at the fun fair.
5.2 There is no conflict with Park Street.  They are happy to have their previously scheduled fun fair two weeks after ours.
5.3 JW has been in touch with the City Council and has a form to fill out to reserve Smug Oak Green.  JE to help with filling out the risk assessment.
5.4 JW has been contacted by an organ grinder. The committee agreed that it would be worth booking if it did not conflict with the fun fair and after finding out if there would be a charge.
5.5 AE to give Watford and St Alban mayorial contact details to JW.

5.6 JW to attend the St Alban’s City Band concert.  It would be worth contacting the cadets to see if they could do a marching band and let St Albans City Band have a concert under a tent.
5.7 AE to arrange for car park access with Travis Perkins on the day.
5.8 AE or JE  to arrange for a 150th Anniversary plaque for unveiling on the 5th of May at Watford Junction. 


6 Abbey Line Ale 

6.1 JC mentioned that he had identified a brewer who was willing to make a special brew for the anniversary of the Abbey Line.  There are 4 pubs who would be willing to sell it for a limited period of time.  The launch should be in mid-March.

7 Logo

7.1 The Logo was presented by NS and all agreed that it looked good.  It would be a modification of the existing CRP logo with a banner stating that the CRP was celebrating 150 years of the Abbey Line.

8 Mascot

8.1 Inner Sanctum was willing to provide an actor to perform as Henry Gray at all publicity events and/or at schools.
8.2 AE to provide a copy of the DVD to SW.

9 Model Railway

9.1 AE mentioned that she had received information about a model railway of the Callowland area who would be interested in exhibiting on the 5th of May.
10 Oakwood Press Book

10.1 AE asked all participants to identify how many books they might order to inform Geraint Hughes so that sufficient books would be printed.
11 Any other Business


11.1 The next meeting will be held at St Stephen’s Parish Council at 12:30 pm on the 14th  of January 2008.  

Upcoming Dates (Tentative)

	Date
	Event

	Mid-March
	Launch Abbey Ale

	March 23
	Easter Sunday

	Mid-April
	ABFLY AGM

	April 21
	Abbey Theatre Production (tentative)

	May 5th
	150th Anniversary Fun Fair & Procession

	May 19th
	Park Street Fete


PAGE  

Page 1 of 3

