 Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership 

150th Anniversary Group Meeting

Monday 29th October   2007.

Present 


Maria Cutler (MC) Chair

HCC Rail Officer  

Alissa Ede (AE) 

CRP Officer



John Crowhurst (JC)

CAMRA

James Elliott (JE) 

Silverlink Train Services



Tim Holman (TH)

ABFLY 



John Webster (JW) 

ABFLY



Shirley Ward (SW)

Bricket Wood Society

Apologies    




Geraint Hughes (GH)  

Silverlink Train Services 
Aislinn Lee (AL)


County and District Councillor  

Elanor Cowland (EC)

St Albans Museum



Brian Lee (BL)


Groundwork Hertfordshire



Emma Norrington (EN)

Groundwork Hertfordshire



Nick Starling (NS)

NJS Designs



Charles Baker (CB)

St Albans Tourism & Regeneration Manager 

Cllr Trevor Gurd (TG)

St Stephen’s Parish Council

1 Welcome and Introductions


1.1 MC welcomed participants.
2 Review of Minutes


2.1 The minutes were reviewed and accepted as an accurate recording of the previous meeting.

3 Matters Arising

3.1 AE described some of the ideas for landscaping St Albans Abbey Station.  It is hoped that one of these projects might be unveiled for the official celebration on May 5th, 2008.  The current plan is to get some planters for the area between the car park and the station and fund some artwork for the station.  Due to the new franchise taking over, a hold has been placed on new projects until the new franchise is in place and Network Rail have reorganised to accommodate the new franchise.  This might mean a delay to landscaping plans, as approval is needed from Network Rail before starting the projects.  


3.2 JE said that we should know what type of heritage train we would be getting by December.  The committee expressed some hope that we would get a steam train, but this may not be possible due in part to lack of water at the stations.

4 Abbey Line Ale 

4.1 JC mentioned that he had identified a brewer who was willing to make a special brew for the anniversary of the Abbey Line.  JC to investigate licensing possibilities to see if we can sell the bottles at the fair as well as at pubs (pubs may be limited as to what they are allowed to sell).


4.2 The Ale should be launched separately from May 5th activities as a precursor publicity event to May 5th a few weeks before.   An appropriate pub should be chosen along the line to launch the ale.


4.3 AE to discuss with Alan Browning, acting Rail Officer, how the Bittern Line sells alcohol at stands.


5 Fun Fair


5.1 ABFLY (JC) to organise the fun fair and report to AE.  


5.2 JC to communicate with Ian Getley to ensure that we don’t have too many fun fairs competing with each other.


5.3 JC to find out if fun fair to include miniature railway.  DH has been in touch to say that the Miniature Railway would be available.


5.4 JC to clear that Smug Oak Green would be available on the day. 


6 May 5th Activities

6.1 Concern was raised that parade would take a lot of organising and it was important to have something that would be well attended and picturesque.  We will have local dignitaries, ABFLY, Brass Band, and some children to represent different historical eras of the Abbey Line.  We should make the most of the Brass Band.


6.2 Concern was also raised that AE’s remit is to raise awareness about the line and increase passenger numbers throughout the year.  There is a danger that half of her time could be spent organising activities on this one day and the committee needed to decide if that was a worthwhile use of her time.  If not, then we need more people involved to take on organising some of the activities.  The CRP could provide funding and publicity for activities organised by other groups.  


6.3 ABFLY (JC) will also take on the remit of organising the procession.


6.4 JC to contact Brownies about participating in parade and contact dignitaries (AE to liaise with JC about this).  Children could dress in period dress from different eras of the Abbey Line.


6.5 To ensure that we get time at the fun fair, it was decided that we will dedicate a plaque at Platform 11 at Watford Junction celebrating 150 years of the Abbey Line.

6.6 A procession will go from Westminster Lodge to Abbey Station.  This will not involve a road closure.  AE to suggest a revised schedule for the day (assuming it is a Saturday schedule for Bank Holiday Monday).   
11 am 
assemble Westminster Lodge
11:30
am
procession to leave
12:22 pm
catch train to Watford
12:38 pm
arrive Watford Junction


unveil plaque at Watford Junction
13:23 pm
back on train to Bricket Wood
13:39 pm
arrive Bricket Wood for fun fair and exhibition

lunch for dignitaries provided at St Stephen’s Parish Centre

brass band at fun fair; miniature railway at fun fair.

7 Logo 


7.1 Several of the proposed logos were circulated.  Because the CRP logo has just been established and there are so many logos on the brochures these days, it was decided to create a banner to accompany the existing CRP logo that could also stand along saying “Celebrating 150 years of the Abbey Line 1858-2008”.   
8 Mascot: Henry Gray


8.1 AE to scan the picture of Henry Gray and give it back to the Bricket Wood Society.
8.2 AE has contact the actors on the DVD who are interested in pursuing the opportunity to represent Henry Gray on the day.  They may also be able to do some work with the schools.  The Company of Ten is already booked for that weekend and would probably not be able to participate in the 150th Celebration but would like to be involved with the Abbey Line in other ways.


9 Any other Business


9.1 West Herts College has expressed interest in participating in some way in the festivities.  If anyone has any ideas about how they could be involved please let AE know.


9.2 Please provide a timed agenda for the next meeting to keep it short.

9.3 Thank you to Maria Cutler for her help and support.  The committee wished her well for her new job at St Albans District Council.

9.4 The next meeting will be held at St Stephen’s Parish Council at 12:30 pm on the 26th  of November.  
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