 Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership 

150th Anniversary Group Meeting

Monday 10th September   2007.

Present 


Alissa Ede (AE) 

CRP Officer



Geraint Hughes (GH)  

Silverlink Train Services 
Maria Cutler (MC)

HCC Rail Officer  



John Crowhurst (JC)

CAMRA

James Elliott (JE) 

Silverlink Train Services



Tim Holman (TH)

ABFLY 



John Webster (JW) 

ABFLY Users Group



Shirley Ward (SW)

Bricket Wood Society



Nick Starling (NS)

NJS Designs



Charles Baker (CB)

St Albans Tourism & Regeneration Manager 



Brian Lee (BL)


Groundwork Hertfordshire

Cllr Trevor Gurd (TG)

St Stephen’s Parish Council

Apologies    


Aislinn Lee (AL)


County and District Councillor  

Elanor Cowland (EC)

St Albans Museum

1 Welcome and Introductions


1.1 AE welcomed participants and everyone introduced themselves.
2 Matters Arising

2.1 All matters arising have been incorporated into the appropriate Agenda Topics.
3 Logo 


3.1 NS led the discussion about the logo.  He will add a steam train to the logo to show the past and the future and this will be circulated via e-mail for discussion.  [Update: this has been circulated]
4 May 5th planning for activities on the day

4.1 The suggestion was made that we feed people at the Watford end of the line and launch the Abbey Line Ale at the same time. (JC to identify appropriate pub)

4.2 A procession will go from Westminster Lodge to Abbey Station.  This will not involve a road closure.  AE to suggest a schedule for the day (assuming it is a Saturday schedule for Bank Holiday Monday).   
11 am 
assemble Westminster Lodge
12:22 pm
catch train to Watford
12:38 pm
arrive Watford Junction
1:00 pm
buffet lunch at TBA
2:16 pm
back on train to Bricket Wood
2:32 pm
arrive Bricket Wood for fun fair and exhibition


5 Fun Fair


5.1 AE has booked the fun fair with Mr Smith who also does the Lights On at St Albans.  He will be in touch around Christmas to say what he has available.  The committee would like to have Dodge ‘ems, Steam, Miniature Railway, and Big Dippers.

5.2 TG mentioned that the Park Street Fete is likely to be on the Sunday, May 18, and they usually book a fun fair.  (AE to coordinate with Ian Getley to ensure that we don’t have too many fun fairs competing with each other). [Update, Ian Getley to join our next meeting]
5.3 DH has been in touch to say that the Miniature Railway would be available; the fun fair contact might also have access to a Miniature Railway; NS also had a contact at Colney Heath if we are interested.  

5.4 AE needs to clear that Smug Oak Green would be available on the day. 

6 Abbey Line Ale 

6.1 JC mentioned that he had identified a brewer who was willing to make a special brew for the anniversary of the Abbey Line.  The group thought that would be a good addition to the festivities.  CB suggested that it not be limited to kegs and should also include commemorative bottles.  (JC to identify investigate potential for bottling beer and outlets to sell it at.)

7 St Albans museum exhibit update


7.1 BL came to represent EN on the museum exhibit.  The exhibit will focus on the Lost Rails (the rail lines in Hertfordshire that were taken up and have since been converted into trails).  There was some concern expressed as to how the exhibit would overlap with the 150th Anniversary.  The group would like to see more information about how the 150th Anniversary could be incorporated into the exhibit.

7.2 BL said that there was some discussion about exhibiting the Lost Rails exhibit at the Watford Museum.

8 landscaping/art project planning update


8.1 AE described some of the ideas for landscaping St Albans Abbey Station.  It is hoped that one of these projects might be unveiled for the official celebration on May 5th, 2008.  The current plan is to get some planters for the area between the car park and the station and fund some artwork for the station.

9 Sponsors


9.1 Several businesses and the newspapers have been approached for sponsorship.  There is definitely interest in providing sponsorship. (AE to follow up with potential sponsors).


10 Mascot: Henry Gray


10.1 GH agreed to draft an outline of what he knew about Henry Gray. [Update: GH has completed the draft].
10.2 AE has contact the actors on the DVD who are interested in pursuing the opportunity to represent Henry Gray on the day.  The Company of Ten is already booked for that weekend and would probably not be able to participate in the 150th Celebration but would like to be involved with the Abbey Line in other ways.

11 Other Anniversaries


11.1 GH mentioned that there were other anniversaries if we choose to continue the celebrations.  It might be as simple as a press release on the day of the anniversary that gives us the opportunity to get the Line some promotion in the Press.  The anniversaries are:

· Friday July 4th: 
20th anniversary of the electrification 'switch-on' on the Abbey Line.

· Friday July 11th: 20 years of electrified train services

· Wed 22nd October: 20th anniversary of How Wood station opening.

12 Any other Business


12.1 SW suggested that we could put pretty planters at Bricket Wood Station and get the Bricket Wood Gardening Club to sponsor them in honour of the 150th Anniversary Event.  The committee thought that would be lovely and suggested we try it at all of the stations.


12.2 The next meeting will be held at St Stephen’s Parish Council at 10 am on the 29th  of October.  
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