Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership meeting 13th November 2006

Item 8 :Art  in schools

Introduction: 

During the last 15 months the Abbey Line CRP has made substantial educational links.  There have been educational trips on the line ranging from Nursery school age children to teenagers from West Herts College. In additional the CRP produced an Abbey Line DVD  by commissioning professional actors to work with Berrygrove School. In turn this DVD has been sent to all primary schools in Watford and St Albans. 

Links now have been made with a local artist – John Speilman.  John is a Wood Sculptor and established “One day wood sculpture school workshops”. The CRP has had discussions with John  concerning linking his sculpture work to the Abbey Line. Through his work John could raise awareness of the line with pupils and in turn their families. An “Abbey Line  wood scultupte” could be created and would then be displayed at the participating school.

The  One Day Wood Scupture  Workshops cost £325  - including finish and installation. 

There is currently £815  (of the £1,000) in the CRP Action Plan identified under Community Activities – school curriculum section. 

In addition there is £1,000 identified for Safe Railways Promotion, which is likely to be underspent this financial year.     

Decision: 

The CRP to  “commission” Wood Sculpture John Speilman to undertake at  least  three  workshops  in local primary schools along the line, at a  cost of £975,  with potential to increase to  two  more educational establishments (at an additional cost of  £650).  
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