ABBEY LINE COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP

Report to Working Group –12th December 2005






REVIEW OF PARTNERS EVENT

1.
Introduction.

The CRP was recently held a first  Partners meeting on 22nd November 2005 at  Bricket Wood and was attended by over 50 people from local organisations, schools residents, and local employers. The key aim of this event ,as laid out in the CRP constitution was  to enable partners to formally accept the constitution and buy into to the partnership’s activities.

2. Media Coverage.

In terms of media coverage a press release was put together by Silverlink (focusing on the Station Adoption) and then was taken up by the Watford Observer. This in turn led to an interview on the local radio Station – Mercury FM.  This radio contact is also useful for future media coverage. 

3. Actual Costs for event. 

· Catering  - £313.00

· Room Hire – £32:00
· Postage and photocopying - cost incurred by HCC.
4.
Follow Up 

Many useful links were made at the event. To date 7 organisations have signed up to the constitution and include: 

· St Albans Tourist Information Centre

· Cathedral Quarter Ass

· St Albans Cycle Campaign

· British Transport Police

· Atlas UK

· Berrygrove Primary School

· BRE 

Plus Constitution forms filled in by St Albans Councillors (X3)

5.        Action Required 

An actual report back paper  needs to be sent to all those who attended the event and those who sent apologies - one page summary on what next (and to  offer to send speakers notes).

The establishment of Sub Working Groups in 2006. These should include the following:

· “Business/ Employers” working group – initially consisting of BRE and possibly HSBC. Main issue here is large amount of staff and certain times travelling to training courses run in Bricket Wood and Garston.

· “Nuisance behaviour on- the- line” working group working with BTP and others

· “Tourism” working group should also be established later in the year, particularly with Tourism Office, Cathedral and Museums. 

· Educational Links Liaison – this would be individual links with schools and educational establishments. 

Contact has already been made with Silverlink’s Schools Liaison person – Anna Barratt.  Initially contact with How Wood  Primary and  Berrygrove in Watford, then expanding to other primary schools on individual projects.

Follow up links need to be made with Marlborough School, Oaklands College and  West Herts College  - who all have shown an interest in the lead up to and at the partners meeting. 

6. Decisions required 

The administration of setting up and on going support to these groups will be time consuming and prioritising these groups would be useful and any offer of assistance from partners would be helpful.  

The CRP Working group is asked to 

· Prioritising key aims and timescales for individual  working groups

· Identify any potential on- going  administration support to these groups 
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