ABBEY FLYER USERS’ GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the ABFLY Committee

Held At St Stephen Parish Centre, Bricket Wood

On Friday 11th July 2008 at 7.15pm


Present:

John Webster (Chairman)





Paul Spelzini





Dave Horton





John Burke





Sanjay Kulkarni





Alissa Ede (part)





Tim Holman

1. Welcome & Apologies

Apologies had been received from Trevor Gurd.

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th April were approved.

3. Matter Arising

ABFLY posters: Dave Horton reported that the ABFLY posters and membership forms had now been received. He would send a supply to John Webster for distribution by volunteers.

Performance of London Midland: It was noted that in general London Midland’s timekeeping performance was much improved recently. Collection of fares was usually OK, but there was still room for improvement.

Station Adoption: The new pathway at St Albans Abbey was now completed, and CCTV was being installed. At Park Street a small scheme to clean up the station was about to start.

150th Anniversary: Since the last meeting the May events for the 150th anniversary had successfully taken place, as had the ABFLY Annual General Meeting.

WRUG: John Burke reported that WRUG meetings were still taking place. It was agreed that David Charlton should be invited to attend future ABFLY committee meetings.

Media Awareness: Dave Horton’s article had been published in “Rail” magazine, but it was heavily edited and its meaning altered. Dave would now write a further letter asking why the Abbey line was still without a passing loop, whereas one had just been approved for the Falmouth area.

Rail Freight Terminal: The inspector’s report was awaited.

4. Reports From Officers

Membership: Dave Horton reported that there were 433 members “on the books”. So far this year 228 members have renewed and there are 16 new members. 96 have not yet renewed from last year, and 93 have not renewed from 2 years ago.

Treasurer: Tim Holman reported that the bank balance was £5,257.06. Due to the “150th” celebrations and the Oakwood Press book, the patterns of income and expenditure are radically different in 2008 compared with other years. Even if all copies of the Oakwood Press book are sold, we are unlikely to make a profit this year, due to a small loss incurred on 5th May, the cost of the ABFLY posters and less income from donations.     

5. Newsletter

Paul Spelzini reported that a draft newsletter had been ready for a while. It would be updated over the next few weeks with a view to publication in late August/early September.

6. Passing Loop

John Webster reported that ABFLY was still being urged to fight for a passing loop. Alissa Ede had said that it was essential for Hertfordshire CC’s Transport Strategy, and improved frequency on the Abbey Line was not a dead cause. Trevor Gurd had confirmed that St Stephen Parish Council also wanted the fight to continue.

Sanjay Kulkarni suggested that we should make our own business case for a passing loop and ask the Department of Transport for comments. He had spoken with Mike Chandler, who suggested that ABFLY was not lobbying the right people; we needed a list of questions and a revised case. Meanwhile it was noted that land had been secured for the Croxley Green rail link. 

Alissa Ede suggested that ABFLY should also push the case for more late-night trains, especially for special events in the autumn and Friday and Saturday nights in December. More passengers would help the case for the passing loop.

After discussion a way forward was agreed:-

· Sanjay would prepare an embryonic business case, for comparison with the DofT’s;

· Dave Horton would keep the pressure on David Hibbs to complete his report summarising the business case and “the story to date”;

· Dave would also make contact with the CRP Officer in Falmouth to ask what steps were taken to successfully get their passing loop.

7. Oakwood Press Book

61 copies of the book had been sold so far, out of our stock of 90. Dave Horton would put an advert on The Forum.

8. Meeting With London Midland

John Webster would try to arrange a meeting soon with Charlie Johnson.

As well as the usual issues of timekeeping etc, Alissa Ede suggested that another issue for LM’s attention was the growing problem of cars being dumped at Park Street station.

9. Any Other Business

i) The Garston and Tudor residents’ associations had folded.

ii) London Midland’s new timetable for the Branch included different train times for the “leaf fall” period between 27th October and 13th December.

iii) Following Alissa’s promotion, the post of CRP Officer would be advertised in August as a 2-year contract until 2010.

10. Date of Next Meeting

To be confirmed.

