ABBEY FLYER USERS' GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the ABFLY Committee

Held at 17 Faircross Way, St Albans

on Thursday 19th July 2007 at 7.30 pm

            Present                           John Webster (Chairman)





     Dave Horton 

                                                     Paul Spelzini 

                                                     Tim Holman 

1.   Welcome & Apologies

Apologies had been received from John Burke and John Cadisch.

2.   Minutes Of Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th June were approved.

3.   Matters Arising

St Albans Abbey Station: Gina Kellett was shortly to start maternity leave, and had passed on the study about passenger access to her successor.

Watford Junction Development:  The recent CRP meeting was informed that the development scheme was still very much in progress. Reports that it was stalling were not correct.

Meeting With Govia: After discussion, it was agreed to hold back on inviting Samantha Hodder to a separate meeting with the Abfly committee. She was already booked to speak at the Members' meeting, and would probably have little to add at this stage of the franchise handover.

Abfly Membership Cards: John Cadisch had responded to Dave Horton. Ongoing.

New Abfly Membership Form:   Paul Spelzini was still dealing. Ongoing. 

4.     Reports From Officers

Membership:     

Dave Horton had spent 2 evenings ringing members who had not renewed. As a result 57 "old" members were no longer on the books, however there was potential to increase the number of active members to over 400, if everyone who said they would renew actually did so. Currently paid-up members, including newcomers, totalled 275.   

Treasurer:    

Tim Holman reported that Abfly's finances remained buoyant. Our bank account balance was £5,229.03p and we were awaiting payment of £237 from Herts County Council.

There was a brief discussion about the Lloyds TSB 'high interest' account in which most of our money is held. It was agreed that the Treasurer should keep under review the interest rates offered by various savings accounts, and consider transferring funds if we could get an appreciably better deal.

5.   Newsletter

The latest Abfly and CRP newsletters were prepared for mailing during this meeting.

Tim H would email Paul S a brief summary of progress on planning for the branch's 150 anniversary, for inclusion in the next Abfly newsletter. (The latest CRP newsletter already contained some information.)
6.     The New Franchise

There was no further news at this stage.
7.   Any Other Business

Membership Secretary: Dave Horton would be away from 24th July until 16th August, and would then be moving to Derby to start his new career. However he will be staying on as Membership Secretary and all his contact details remain the same. Future committee meetings might be moved to Friday when Dave's presence is needed.

150th Anniversary: Paul S was looking into the possibility of holding an archery contest, and Dave H might run a miniature railway at one of the events. The health & safety concerns voiced by the recent CRP sub-committee were noted but not felt to be a problem. Tim H would send a separate email to PS and DH summarising the brief action points from that meeting.

Tram Trains: Paul S had recently travelled on one of these in Switzerland, and was impressed.

Public Liability Insurance For User Groups:  There were no developments yet. Network Rail was developing a process.

8.  Date of Next Meeting

Monday 24th September (7.30pm) - 17 Faircross Way, St Albans
Circulation:   All Ctte members plus Alissa Ede

                                     -----------------------------------------------------------    (Chairman)

