ABBEY FLYER USERS' GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the ABFLY Committee

Held at St. Stephen Parish Centre, Bricket Wood

on Wednesday 27th June 2007 at 7.15 pm

            Present                           John Webster (Chairman)





     Dave Horton 

                                                     Paul Spelzini 

                                                     John Burke

                                                     Sanjay Kulkarni

                                                     Tim Holman 

1.   Welcome & Apologies

Apologies had been received from John Cadisch.

2.   Minutes of Meeting of 28th March/Matters Arising

The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

Oakwood Press Book: The CRP (Geraint Hughes) had taken this over.

St Albans Abbey Station:  St Albans District Council (Gina Kellett) was considering the feasibility of increasing passenger access to the station from the Alban Way, and/or from the Sainsburys site. No decision had been reached yet.

Meanwhile Network Rail was still considering what to do about the 16" drop between train and platform, but this was not high priority. 
3.   Minutes Of AGM, 1st May

It was agreed that these Minutes would be circulated in advance of the next AGM and approved at that meeting.

4.     Reports From Officers

Membership:     

Dave Horton reported that 14 new members had joined since January. There were now 477 members "on the books", 357 of whom were active.

Treasurer:    

Tim Holman reported that our overall financial position was still healthy. The bank balance was £5,426.83.

5.   Newsletter

The meeting agreed that the lead story should be about the Bricket Wood passing loop. Good news had just been received from Maria Cutler that the Basic Service Agreement between HCC and Network Rail had advanced the project to Grip 3. 

The Newsletter would give advance notice of the Members' Meeting to be held on 9th October (see item 10i).

Paul Spelzini was shortly off on holiday, so the Newsletter would be completed by mid-July. Meanwhile Dave H and Tim H would send to Paul brief reports about their recent meetings (see items 6 and 8).

The CRP Newsletter would probably be ready by the end of next week.

6.   Passenger Focus Meeting, 15th June

Tim Holman had met with Paul Fullwood from Passenger Focus, the independent rail consumer watchdog.  Paul wanted to have a look at the Abbey Line at first hand, and Tim explained to him the role of the CRP, developments at individual stations and some early news about the branch's 150th anniversary in 2008. In return, Paul had provided "footfall" figures for each of the stations on the line; was pleased that we have a lot of members; suggested that we should produce a version of our aims and objectives for public consumption (and promotion in 2008); also suggested that at some point we could do a survey of our members to find out more about them and their aspirations - Passenger Focus might be able to provide a small amount of financial support for this.

After the meeting, Alissa Ede requested Paul's contact details, and would probably have a meeting with him at some point.

7.   WRUG Report

John Burke reported that the previous evening's WRUG meeting had been briefed by Maria Cutler about the latest developments with the BW Passing Loop. Silverlink County and Metro were also present at the meeting.

The Watford Junction development scheme was stalling, due to  concerns by local landowners. In addition, Andy Wylie from Watford Council was no longer hopeful about the box being built under the bridge on the approach to Platform 10.
8  ACORP London Conference, 7th June

Dave Horton reported on the main outputs from this meeting, including the Community Rail Development Strategy (regeneration of some areas), and the message from the government that the community focus should continue. There were also some interesting developments in Europe, such as the locally-managed railways in Germany which had seen substantial passenger growth. On the downside, "community rail" was still perceived as having a slightly wishy-washy image.

There had also been an interesting discussion about new lightweight trains, or even tram-type trams, to reduce wear and tear on railway tracks.

9.   The New Franchise

The award of the franchise to Govia/Southern met with general approval from the meeting. Representatives from Southern had already attended WRUG meetings, and in general it was felt that Southern staff were more customer-focused than their counterparts in some other companies.

John Webster would invite Samantha Hodder to come and meet us at the earliest opportunity. She had also agreed to attend the Members' Meeting on 9th October.

On 3rd November there would be a Silverlink farewell trip, attendees "by invitation only".

It was also noted that the new Shepherds Bush station north of Kensington Olympia would be opening soon.

10. Any Other Business

i)  Members' Meeting: It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday 9th October in the Tennyson Suite at St Stephen Parish Centre, Bricket Wood. 
ii)  Bricket Wood Passing Loop: Following the good news just received from Maria Cutler, it was agreed that Dave Horton would hold back for now on sending the proposed letter from Abfly to the "great and good" urging their support for the scheme. At this stage such a letter would only create extra work at County Hall, so we would wait for now, in the expectation of ongoing positive news. 
iii)  Abfly Membership Cards: Dave Horton needed some new ones for 2007, using the same design as last year (without the date), and on any coloured card except green. John Webster would discuss this with John Cadisch.

iv)  Prae Wood School Summer Fair, 23rd June: Paul Spelzini reported that this had been a successful event, led by Alissa, and we had handed out some Abfly membership forms as well as 40 Rail Ale Trail leaflets.

v)  Abfly Membership Forms: We needed to design a new form, separate from the one contained in the CRP leaflet. Paul S would get a draft ready for the next committee meeting.
11.  Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 19th July (7.30pm), at 17 Faircross Way, St Albans.                    

Circulation:   All Ctte members plus Alissa Ede

                                     -----------------------------------------------------------    (Chairman)

