ABBEY FLYER USERS' GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the ABFLY Committee

Held at 17 Faircross Way, St Albans

on Wednesday 28th March 2007 at 7.30 pm

            Present                           John Webster (Chairman)





     Dave Horton 

                                                     Paul Spelzini 

                                                     Michael Pusey

                                                     Tim Holman 

1.   Welcome & Apologies

Apologies had been received from John Burke, Sanjay Kulkarni and John Cadisch.

2.   Minutes Of Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th February were approved.

3.   Matters Arising

Oakwood Press book: Still ongoing. Dave Horton had left an email with Jane Kennedy, the proprietor, asking for ballpark figures of how many copies of the book would be possible, and an estimate of the cost. This issue had also been discussed at the recent CRP meeting. An updated version of the book would need someone to write a brief account of events on the Abbey line since 1988. 

Newsletter:   The Abfly newsletter, giving notice of the AGM, was prepared for mailing in advance of tonight's meeting. The CRP newsletter wasn't yet ready and would be distributed soon.

The meeting felt that more "movers and shakers" should receive complimentary copies of Abfly's newsletter. Dave Horton would forward his old list of contacts to Tim Holman, who would then compile a draft list of up-to-date names and addresses, including local councillors, the BRE, user groups, residents' associations etc.

CRP News:   The 3-year plan was discussed at the recent CRP meeting.

Community Rail Week: Ongoing. 

4.     Reports From Officers

Membership:     

Dave Horton reported that no new members had joined since the last meeting, but 2 former members had come back. Renewal forms were sent to all members as part of tonight's mailing.

Treasurer:    

Tim Holman handed over a copy of the 2006 accounts to John Webster, and reported that a small gift had been sent to the auditor Tom Horton as thanks for his work.

St Stephens Parish Council had given us a very generous deal: in 2007 there would be no charge for using their rooms, up to a value of £144 (equivalent to 9 meetings). Tim had thanked Gill Rix and Juliet Pienaar for their help in arranging this.

Our bank account balance was £4,994.69p.

5.   Silverlink Meeting - London, 15th March

Michael Pusey reported that Silverlink's general approach to their business was unchanged and not very inspiring, although one or two people at the meeting had offered praise. 

Mark Hopwood had attended the meeting, as well as representatives from the 2 franchise bidders. However nobody from Abfly was there, and in fact we had not been formally invited, perhaps because Silverlink's database was out of date.

Michael would forward the paperwork from the meeting (done on 29/3), then John Webster would write to Passenger Focus to ask why we weren't invited. 
6.     Annual General Meeting (1st May)

No reply had yet been received from Amanda Whiteman at Network Rail, but otherwise the basic format of the evening was clear:

7.30pm: Speakers
1   Presentation by James Carter, Herts Highways

2   Introduction to Alissa Ede, CRPO

3   James Elliott, Q&A session

9pm: AGM
4   Minutes of last meeting

5   Treasurer's report

6   Membership Secretary's report

7   Election of committee

John Webster would discuss any constitutional issues with David Ogilvy, such as whether the committee could be elected 'en bloc'. An urgent matter was the Secretary's position, and whether Tim White wished to continue; if he didn't, the post would be advertised at the AGM. 

7.   Any Other Business

Station Adoption: Paul Spelzini asked John Webster to speak to Alissa about St Albans Abbey station. In addition, Dave Horton would be giving a talk to Meriden Residents' Association, who are thinking of setting up an adoption group for Garston station.

St Albans Abbey station: Paul S reported that the Probation Service might be doing some work at the Abbey station. Alissa Ede was dealing.  

8.  Date of Next Meeting

To be confirmed - Depends on completion of CRP Newsletter.
Circulation:   All Ctte members plus Alissa Ede

                                     -----------------------------------------------------------    (Chairman)

