ABBEY FLYER USERS' GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the ABFLY Committee

Held at Greenwood Park Leisure Centre

on Tuesday 9th January 2007

            Present                           John Webster (Chairman)

                                                      Dave Horton 





      John Cadisch

                                                      Paul Spelzini 

                                                      Michael Pusey

                                                      Sanjay Kulkarni

                                                      John Burke

                                                      Tim Holman

1.   Welcome & Apologies

Apologies had been received from Trevor Gurd and Tim White. The meeting commenced at 7.20pm.

2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting

                   The Minutes of the meeting held on 26th October were approved.

3.   Matters Arising (not covered by Agenda)

Revised Pocket Timetable:   A reprinted version of the current edition had been produced, thanks to funding by the CRP; a small section listing late-night buses had been added. 

"Railfuture":    Information about the passing loop had been provided by Dave Horton.

Oakwood Press book: Dave H was still chasing Oakwood Press, although they didn't seem very keen. More positive news was that approximately 100 people had expressed an interest in seeing the book produced. Perhaps the publishers would be more positive if the CRP could help with funding from its 2007/8 budget? John Webster would raise the issue at the next CRP meeting.   

Members' Meeting, 31st October: This was quite a successful event overall, although the turn-out was a bit low. Geraint Hughes's presentation deserved particular commendation.

(Ghost train, 28th October

(Santa Special, 16th December: These were both very successful events, in particular the Santa Special, for which more than 500 "goody bags" were distributed.

Abfly Committee: Tim White was unable to attend today's meeting, due to a trip to South America. John Webster will investigate what he wants to do longer-term.

4.   Reports from Officers

Membership:     Dave Horton provided an updated graph and figures. Members "on the books" total 470. There are 344 active members (314 renewals and 30 new). 40 members had not renewed in the past year, and 82 had not renewed in the past 2 years - these could now be assumed to have gone for good.

Treasurer:    John Cadisch gave a final report, and said that everything for the 2006 financial year had been prepared for the auditor. There had been a surprise gift of £3 from Lloyds TSB, and the Parish Council was considering if Abfly could continue to enjoy a discounted price for room hire. 

The meeting unanimously agreed that Tim Holman should be John's successor, subject to confirmation at the AGM.  

The Treasurer's "baton" having been passed, the meeting unanimously agreed that John Cadisch should now be an honorary Abfly member for life.

Any expenses claims, money matters etc should be referred to Tim Holman from now on, who will also notify the bank of the change to signatories for our accounts etc. The signatories will be John Webster, Tim H, Trevor Gurd and possibly Tim White. 

5.   Newsletter

Paul Spelzini reported that everything was in hand for the next edition. There would be articles on the DVD history of the Branch line, BRE joining the CRP, the Real Ale Trail, the award recently given to Class 321 trains, and engineering work at the end of January.

The following edition will focus on the move of health services to Watford. 

6.   WRUG News

An exhibition about the Watford Junction redevelopment would run from 10th - 19th January (except Sunday) at Beechen Grove Baptist Church, Clarendon Road, Watford. The exhibition would be unmanned, except for 10th, 17th and 18th January. Messrs Webster and Horton would visit on the 10th, and other committee members would visit on other days.  

The exhibition provided a good opportunity for Abfly members to see what is planned, as well as raise other issues of concern such as the long-term prospects of through trains to Clapham Junction, and our desire to see Abbey trains at Watford Junction "brought in from the cold" to be nearer to platform 10. 

7.     Special Trip

It could now safely be assumed that Silverlink would not be doing anything. However John Webster had tentatively raised the issue of a trip to Southend, Brighton or Portsmouth Harbour with Govia, and would do the same with Serco Nedrailways. There will be no further developments until the franchise is awarded in July.

8.     Annual General Meeting

After discussion, this was arranged for 7.30pm on Tuesday 1st May, at St Stephens Parish Centre, Bricket Wood (downstairs hall). 

Possible items for discussion included the Watford Junction development, and possibly James Fisher from Herts Highways could be invited to give a presentation.  We should advertise the AGM in the local press nearer to the date.

9     CRP News
The new Community Rail Officers for the Abbey and Marston Vale lines were expected to be in place within the next couple of weeks. "Our" new officer will be invited to the next Abfly committee meeting.

Meanwhile there had been a CRP meeting on 8th January. Items discussed had included a move towards formal, ongoing 3-year strategic plans (Tim Holman will draft an outline plan for the Abfly committee to discuss and enhance), and Community Rail Week will take place from Saturday 19th to Saturday 26th May - what do we want to do?

10     West Midlands Franchise
Two bidders were still in the frame. John Webster and other committee members had met with Samantha Hodder from Govia on 5th January, to discuss the issues of concern to Abfly.  A similar meeting would be held with John Gadd from Serco Nedrailways as soon as possible.

 11 Any Other Business

St Albans Abbey Station:  Paul Spelzini reported seeing recent damage at the station, especially a barrier knocked and damaged by lorries parking overnight. This was in addition to the recent ram-raiding of a parking ticket machine. Paul felt that a consistent policy for car parking was needed at all of the Branch's stations. (For example, parking at Bricket Wood is free, but drivers at St Albans Abbey even have to pay on Saturdays.)   

12  Dates of Next Committee Meetings

Dates for the next 2 meetings have been set:

Tuesday 20th February (7.15 pm), at St Stephens Parish Centre, Bricket Wood.      

Tuesday 27th March (7.15pm), also at Bricket Wood.
Circulation:   All Ctte members plus Maria Cutler

                                     -----------------------------------------------------------    (Chairman)                       

