ABBEY FLYER USERS' GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the ABFLY Committee

Held at Greenwood Park Leisure Centre

on Thursday 26th October 2006 at 7.15 pm

            Present                           John Webster (Chairman)

                                                      Dave Horton (Membership Secretary)

                                                      Paul Spelzini ("Newsletter" Editor)

                                                      Michael Pusey

                                                      John Burke

                                                      Tim Holman (Treasurer-designate)

1.   Welcome & Apologies

Apologies had been received from John Cadisch.

2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting

                   The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th September were approved.

3.   Matters Arising (not covered by Agenda)

Revised Pocket Timetable:   Silverlink's attitude towards the pocket timetable was now a bit ambiguous. However a reprint of the existing edition was feasible, subject to the CRP covering the cost as per the usual arrangement. Dave Horton will check with Maria Cutler, and also see if any timetables can be provided for the Ghost Train this Saturday.     

"Railfuture":    News about the Bricket Wood loop had dried up, possibly as a result of the imminent West Midlands Franchise change. The situation might be clarified by Geraint Hughes at next Tuesday's Members' evening. (See item 8.) 

Oakwood Press book: Outcome of the August meeting still not known. Dave Horton will keep chasing.

Annual General Meeting: We should advertise this in the local press nearer to the date.

4.   Reports from Officers

Membership:     Dave Horton provided the key figures, in a new graph form which he will keep updated. Members "on the books" total 463.

Treasurer:    John Cadisch and Tim Holman had had a handover meeting, in advance of John's stepping down at the end of December after his 11-year run. There were a few issues to sort out, such as changing the signatories for cheques. Appointment of the new Treasurer will be formally confirmed at the members' meeting on 31st October. 

The current bank account balance is £4,932.54.

5.   Newsletter

Paul Spelzini reported the deadline for the next edition would, if necessary, be delayed until the end of December to ensure that details of any January timetable changes were included. 

It was noted that some members had received the newsletter and other items twice, in mailings from the CRP as well as Abfly. 

6.   WRUG Meeting Report

No more news at this stage. The next WRUG meeting will be at 7pm on Monday 27th November, in Watford town hall. 

7.   Southend Trip

                    John Webster will raise the issue with Mark Hopwood of Silverlink.   

8    Members' Meeting

                    Everything was now ready for the member's evening on 31st October. Refreshments had been booked. The speakers would be Geraint


        Hughes, James Elliott and Maria Cutler. 

                    Items in which Abfly members would have a particular interest were:-

 
        Bricket Wood loop - what's happening? (Is it in the baseline of the new franchise, or just a priced option?)

                    Any changes to ticketing?

                    Any extra late trains (e.g. for the Watford football match on 7th November)?

9     CRP News
                    Maria Cutler had been promoted to Hertfordshire rail officer. It was hoped that the new Community Rail Officer would be in place by

                    January.

                    The next CRP meeting was on 13th November, at the BRE site. On 29th November there would be a joint working session with the

                    Marston Vale group.

10     St Albans Urban Transport Plan
                     John Webster and Paul Spelzini had attended an initial meeting, and Abfly would be getting a mention in the Plan.

                     Meanwhile JW had received several complaints about the state of St Albans Abbey station, in particular the steep drop between

                     trains and platform. It was agreed that the easiest solution was to lower the track, but only Network Rail could do this and their 

                     intentions for developing the station were still shrouded in mystery.

11 Any Other Business

(a) Committee membership:  JW would contact Tim White to ask if he wished to continue. Meanwhile John Crowhurst (CAMRA rep on the 

CRP) might be a useful new member for the committee, although it was felt that if he joined he should be given a substantive role and not be 'without portfolio'.

(b) Ghost train: Will run this Saturday, as previously advised.

(c) Santa Special: Will run on 16th December.

12  Date of Next Committee Meeting

                    This will be on Tuesday 9th January 2007 (7.15 pm), at Greenwood Park Leisure Centre.      

Circulation:   All Ctte members plus Maria Cutler

                                     -----------------------------------------------------------    (Chairman)

(JAC -     .11.06)
