ABBEY FLYER USERS' GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the ABFLY Committee

Held at St. Stephen Parish Centre, Bricket Wood

on Tuesday 1st August 2006 at 7.15 pm

            Present                           John Webster (Chairman)

                                                      John Cadisch (Treasurer)

                                                      Dave Horton (Membership Secretary)

                                                      Paul Spelzini ("Newsletter" Editor)

                                                      Michael Pusey

                                                      John Burke

                                                      Tim Holman (by invitation)

1.   Welcome & Apologies

Apologies had been received from Sanjay Kulkarni.

2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting

                   The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th June were approved.

3.   Matters Arising (not covered by Agenda)

"Newsletter":     Our own (No. 35), together with the Abbey Line Community Partnership Newsletter (No. 2), had recently gone out to members, together  -   thanks to Dave Horton (and helpers).

Revised Pocket Timetable:    This should have been included, being printed now.   It will then go out in a special mailing.   

10th Anniversary Trip (Southend):    John Webster has "given up".

4.   Reports from Officers

Membership:     Dave Horton provided the key figures.    320 people had paid up this year (24 "new"), with 61 in arrears.     Very few membership leaflets exist but CRP flyers are adequate for the time being.      Maria Cutler's mailing list includes "dignitaries", our list doesn't.     A discussion on free distribution of "Newsletters" then took place, possibly to all District and/or Parish councillors, may be worth pursuing.  

Treasurer:    John Cadisch reported £5087 currently in hand.     (Subs. taken since 1.1.06:  £612;   donations in same period:   £372.)      

Tim Horton was introduced to Ctte, he had kindly offered (at Park Street fete) to take over as Treasurer from John Cadisch who had given a year's notice to cease in that post, held since the beginning of "ABFLY".     After discussion, it was agreed that the changeover would take place as from 1.1.07.

5.   ABFLY's Aims

A recent passenger survey showed a disappointing decrease in passenger numbers on the branch, especially from/to Park Street and How Wood.     Maria Cutler has arranged experimental late night services for the St. Albans Beer Festival.

The introduction of freight trains on the branch (in conjunction with the Rail Terminal proposal) is viewed as virtually impossible as there are insufficient paths now, the situation will be worse when the loop is installed.      The simplified signalling likely for the operation of two passenger trains would not accommodate freight trains.

"ABFLY" would welcome a new Abbey station, with "correct height" platforms,  but it needs to be on the same site.      The adjoining office block sets the style, a new one might well straddle the station.

We would also welcome "Cottonmill station", operationally it needs to be halfway between the Abbey station and Park Street.  

Limited "light rail" operation on the branch would offer many advantages and enable Driver Only Operation (DOO) to commence  -  at last  -  with significant staffing reductions.       Ticket machines at every station might well dispense with the need for conductors.

Funds have been granted at last to upgrade Watford Junc. station, details on Watford Council's website.

Paul Spelzini read out the current "ABFLY Aims" as put together last December.    Dave Horton undertook to update this.     ("Final version" has now been circulated to Ctte members.)  

6.   Franchise Renewal

Abbey Line CRP has asked for the Bricket Wood loop to be included in the forthcoming West Midlands franchise as a "base requirement" instead of an "add-on".   Dave Horton will e-mail this key letter to all Ctte members.     (Done.)    We have had the opportunity to have our say  -  thanks to the CRP.

7.   Any Other Business

(a)   "Railfuture":    An enquiry about the Bricket Wood loop had come in from these people as it was very relevant to a similar loop required on the Redditch branch.    Dave Horton undertook to respond.   The Treasurer pointed out that our sub. to "Railfuture" had lapsed since 2002.    Ctte thought that this should be renewed, and "Rail London" included.     (In hand.)

(b)   CRP Steering Group/WRUG:    Representation on this was in some doubt  -  "ABFLY"?  "WRUG?"     Jointly?       "Having been asked by 'MC' for an opinion regarding the inclusion of 'LF' in the Steering Group, we have no objections".

(c)   Oakwood Press book:    A meeting at the end of August will decide if a reprint is to go ahead.

(d)   Watford North station:    Has been tidied up, rubbish cleared, greatly improved.   Similar voluntary involvement at other stations would be a good idea.

8.   Date of Next "Newsletter"

                   Maria Cutler had announced "1st October" for her next so we will need to match that date 

                   for our own "Newsletter".     (Editor to note, please.)
9.   Date of Next Members' Meeting

                   Not discussed due to an oversight.      (Last year it was 18th October.)

10.  Date of Next Committee Meeting

                    This was proposed for TUESDAY 19th SEPTEMBER (7.15 pm), usual venue.       

                     (Date confirmed by Gill Rix, St. Stephen Bookings Officer - PLEASE NOTE!)
Circulation:   All Ctte members plus Maria Cutler

                                     -----------------------------------------------------------    (Chairman)

(JAC - 11.08.06)
