ABBEY FLYER USERS’ GROUP
Minutes of a Meeting of the ABFLY Committee

Held at St Stephens Parish Centre, Bricket Wood

On Tuesday 20th June at 7:15pm
	
	Present


John Webster (Chairman)





John Burke





John Cadisch  (Treasurer)





Michael Pussey





Maria Cutler CRP Officer from 8.15pm



	1


	Welcome & Apologies

	
	●
Apologies were presented on behalf of:- David Horton  Paul Spelzini  and Tim White.



	2


	Minutes of Previous Meetings 

	
	●
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th May were approved.



	3


	Matters Arising

	
	●
John Webster  said that Aislinn Lee (the new Chairperson of the CRP) had not answered any emails, as he had wanted to meet her, John Cadisch suggested that he should telephone her. Latest information- JW has spoken to Aislinn at the CRP AGM and invited her to our next committee meeting on the 1st August. She thought she could come JW to confirm invite via e-mail and phone call.


	4


	Reports from Officers

	
	●a) Membership
We have 183 paid up members?
●b) Treasurer - John Cadisch said we had £549 come in from subscriptions plus £335 in donations.

There was £5049.29 in the bank.

All the money from Herts County Council  for CRP had been paid to us.

£300 - Entertainment 

 £43 77 newsletter

 £49 20 Catering

JW said that we have nothing to spend out in the near future so it is looking good.

John Cadisch will again ask Lloyds TSB to pay the interest on the bank account at gross instead of net.

At Park St fete - A man called Tim Holman offered to be our Treasurer




	5


	Newsletter

	
	●
The draft newsletter was presented to the committee for their comments. Changes were made and were sent to Paul. Latest- the changes have been incorporated into the newsletter and it is hoped to be distributed the week commencing the 10th July with the CRP newsletter.
.



	6


	10th Anniversary Trip- Latest

	
	●
Nothing! John Webster to ask James Elliott again next week 

 Latest Latest - After 2 phone calls and 2 e-mails still no reply from James Elliott. JW to chase him up at the CRP meeting on the 10th July
.

.



	7


	Franchise Renewal  

	
	●
Maria to arrange for consultation documents to be sent to Mike Pussey and John Burk. There was a brief discussion and if ABFLY wished make any comments they should do it through the CRP, as Rail User Groups were not being asked for their comments.

	8

	ABFLY – An Independent Voice

	
	●  Mike Pussey said "We need to avoid getting swallowed up by the CRP!"

John Webster replied "We (ABFLY) need to express our own views and our members interests.

 Comment from Tim via e-mail ‘Don't have a problem working with the CRP, for the most part, but I have a fear that (a) the CRP could disappear as quickly as it came with a change in political will and (b) the CRP may not always act in what (admittedly) I feel is the best interests of the line.  Hence, we should be careful to maintain our independence and not allow the CRP to replace ABFLY when other parties request input 


	
	

	9
	CRP Update
.



	
	●CRP Update from Maria Cutler.

AGM next Tuesday 20th June, 50 people coming, let others know - Annual General Report of what has been done. 

Action Plan 4 Sections 

CRP Newsletter was in April. 

Schools - what is being done - How do I contact people?

Dft Rail Phil Robbins will be there commenting on passing loop

Passenger Survey / Account - Figures are on the up from last year.

The survey was done on Sat & Sunday and also during the day, and asked for details on your journey.

Linking into it - Promotion & Marketing, they were done by Silverlink. Bags of bits - Marketing.

Tactical Marketing- Real Ale CAMRA Transport Officer John Crow Hurst?  Identifying pubs, family friendly, Tee Shirts produced, launch soon, Beer barrel on the train.

CAMRA Beer festival, late train 11pm from St Albans Abbey back to Watford Junction has been confirmed for all 4 nights. Beer mats to be made to add to the promotion that will give you two train tickets for the price of one. This will also be on the leaflets. It is to be held at the Alban Arena St Albans. From September 27th till Saturday 30th September. 

There will be a road show there but Maria will not be on it. Is anyone willing to help out on it? The beer festival finishes at 22 30 each night.

Fireworks display in St Albans?

Mini guide timetable - very good feedback, people love it.

Easter Bunny- Jazz Special - Santa Special, all successful.

Harry Potter Ghost train in October around Halloween?

Local Transport - there is now a cycle rack at St Albans Abbey station.

CRP funded - Agreed - Walks - on the Notice Boards at the St Albans end of the line!

Looking to improve cycle/walking signage, and with buses etc Plusbus.

CRP looking to have a walkway to St Julian’s Way?

Garston - two big signs to go up here - path has been done - for information at Garston Lane.

Schools - links loads of schools interested.

Links with West Herts. College. September.

Station Adoption - Still only Watford North is up and running! They are the eyes and ears for us. 

Park Street  a couple are keen to plant some flowers there.



	10
	Any Other Business

	
	●- Lee Fletcher email - John Cadisch said the content had come from a BBC site? -  Mike Pussey said we must be wary as you only have to look at the CRP lines in Cornwall that are run by Great Western Trains, their service has been halved! We need to be very vigilant.



	11
	Date of Next Meeting 

1st August 2006


They’re being no further business, the Chairman thanked all members for attending, and the meeting closed at 9.45pm

……………………………………………………..

Chairman

