ABBEY FLYER USERS' GROUP

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING

23.1.06 (St. Stephen Parish Centre, 7.15 pm)

=     =     =

(1)   Present:    John Webster (Chmn), Dave Horton, Paul Spelzini, Chris Currell, John Cadisch  -  together with co-opted WRUG representatives  John Burke, Phil Glazebrook.     Apologies:   Tim White, Sanjay Kulkarni.    Proposed for future Ctte meetings:    Michael Pusey (WRUG).     

(2/3)  Matters Arising:   

Station Improvements:  New  Abbey station tarmac (by shelter) about to be "lined out".   Cycle racks coming.

Park Street station is to have parking marked, curbs adjusted, possible new shelter.   How Wood station signage to be cleaned.   Bricket Wood ditto.   BT phone box always being wrecked.   Two proposals for using building.   Garston station path re-surfaced.   Trees cut back.   Watford North station l.c. due to be replaced in 2007.   Now officially adopted.    Planters under consideration.   ( Detailed reports from Dave Horton)

10th Anniversary Celebration:   Firm news urgently awaited.   James Elliott asked for "two more weeks" (again).  Info. need by end of January so that publicity can be ratcheted up.   Magazines, Watford and S/A papers and council mailings all to be used.   (JE going on holiday.)

"Easter X-Press":   Title of the Easter initiative which is in hand, similar to "Santa Specials".  (Most "heritage railways" do something at Easter.)

(4)   Reports from Officers:   

Membership:   Dave Horton reported 5 new members since last time.   Main bulk of renewals awaited (following "Newsletter").

Treasurer:    Tom Horton (Chartered Accountant) is auditing the financial statement prepared by John Cadisch, books, vouchers etc. all handed over to Dave Horton at meeting.  (He did similar job a year ago.)   In bank:  £4555.    It was  thought that one "Newsletter" in 2005 had not yet been invoiced, will be investigated once books returned.

(5)   "Dave's Corner":   

Mini-guide:   Specimen mini-timetable tabled.   CRP have kindly agreed to fund it totally.   Likely print run 10,000, with our next "Newsletter" enclosing a copy.   Distribution given some thought, some plastic dispensers would be useful for displaying/dispensing the timetable in shops, post offices etc.

"Line Guide":   Dave disappointed at the feeble response from Silverlink - who originally offered to take the project on board.   Must have by "CRP Day".

(6)   "Paul's Corner":   Paul asked Ctte when the "Newsletter" was really wanted and how many were to be published per year, is 3 (or 4) the norm?     It was agreed that four was desirable, and that they should appear (and be dated) in March, May, September and December  -  to coincide with timetable changes etc.   Paul asked to liaise with Maria Cutler as her deadlines may be a little different from ours.   (She is currently preparing a single CRP sheet.)     The Chmn asked for a little sensitivity regarding the content of  "Newsletters", making a clear distinction between rumour and fact.

(7)   10th Anniversary Trip:    (Already minuted)

(8)   "Santa Special" Review:   (See minutes of 19.1.06 Liaison Meeting)

(9)   Passing Loop:    HCC/Mouchel are preparing a detailed study, more information should be available in February.   NR likely to want a two-year construction period.

(10)   Vintage Bus at Abbey Stn.:     Trains were met over  the S/A Model Railway Exhibition weekend, the bus turning easily in the width of the newly-asphalted car park.

(11)   Liaison Meeting with Silverlink 19.1.06:     Key points were summarised in the minutes (already circulated).   Ctte felt that more could be done over promotional fares, there is currently a special off-peak return fare from Watford Junc. to London of £7.50, is this available from the branch and if so what is the fare from the Abbey station?

(11A)   AGM Date:     Ctte asked for 25.4.06 to be booked.   Speaker undecided:    CMS?   Ver Valley Society?   Bricket Wood Society?    Late news:    Above date not available, the AGM will now be THURSDAY 20th APRIL, St. Stephen Parish Centre, large room - more details nearer the time.    (All to note the date, please!)

(12)   AOB:     None.

(13)   Date of next Ctte meeting:    MONDAY 27th FEBRUARY, 7.15 pm, St Stephen P.C. (Upstairs)       

(Agenda at meeting??)

                                                                                                            J A Cadisch        21.2.06

                                                                                                           14 Prae Close, S/A, AL3 4SF

                                                                                                            (Amended version 25.2.06)

N.B.   Next Liaison Meeting with Silverlink is THURSDAY 27th APRIL, please let John Webster or John Cadisch have your updated "grumbles" the weekend before no fail so that James Elliott can be given due warning!!

Circulation:    JW, DH, PS, CC, JC, TW, SK + JB, PG + Maria Cutler
